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In Yellowstone there are petrified forests. The trees there at Specimen Ridge have been interpret-
ed through evolutionary glasses. Some evolutionists claim that there are 27 layers of forests
buried in sediment. That interpretation says that each layer of petrified logs was once a forest.
Over long periods of time the forest eventually died out and more sediment covered it over. Then
they believe that a new forest grew on top of the old one. There are many layers - 50 in some
places, therefore, there were supposedly many different forests over thousands of years. So evo-
lutionists say that the trees grew where they are found today.

Now, remember some of the qualities -Their roots were broken off at the ground level.
you learned about the petrified logs: -Many of the trees are without bark or branches.
-The humus layer is missing in most areas.

Activity: Reinterpreting an Evolutionary Story

According to what you have learned about Petrified Forest National Park and Mount St. Helen's,
reinterpret the petrified forest at Yellowstone through the eyes of a creation scientist by answer-
ing the following questions:

1. Are the petrified forests at Yellowstone like the one at the Petrified Forest National Park?
How are they the same?

2. Are the layers of Yellowstone's petrified forest similar to those layers of trees being made
at Mount St. Helen's?

3. Do the logs at the Petrified Forest, Yellowstone, and Mount St. Helen's have similar quali-
ties? List two:
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Creation, Evolution, & Time

Compare the creation and evolution timelines below for information about life and the earth's
early history.

Creation Diagram Evolution Diagram

Time Happenings Time Happenings
About 6000 4.5 billion ; .
years ago years ago Earth came into being
Day 1 Heavens, Earth, Light 500 million Small sea creatures

years ago
Day2 Firmament 400 million Fish

years ago
Day 3 Land, Plants, Trees

360-280 million Amphibians
Day 4 Sun, Moon, Stars years ago

. 200 - 220 Insects, BEES,
Day 5 Sea creatures and Birds million years ago firs and pines
Day 6 Creeping things, 220 million Petrified Forest
and Beasts/Mankind years ago

220-100 million Dinosaurs-reptiles
Day 7 Rest years ago
After creation  Sin/Death enters the world ;ggrgn ;lgli)on LEL ol TRl
About 4,000 The Flood, layers of the About 65-1.65 Mammals/Mankind
years ago earth made million years ago

Today Earthquakes and
Today Earthquakes and volca- volcanoes happen once

noes once in a while in a while.

You can see that the amount of time in each table is very different. According to our chart, it
took God 7 days to create all things, and it took evolution 4.5 billion years to evolve everything.
This is a huge conflict between evolution and the Bible's account of creation.

Fossilized Beehives: So What about the Bees?

Fossilized beehives have been found in the petrified trees at the Petrified
Forest. This is very exciting!! This is important evidence in favor of creation.

Evolutionists believe that the Petrified Forest is about 220 million years old.
That would mean that the fossilized beehives are also that old since they
are found within the petrified trees. The problem is that bees eat nec-
tar from flowering plants.

But looking at the timeline, flowering plants did not supposedly evolve until
after the time of the bees and the petrified trees. So, what did the bees eat if
flowering plants did not evolve until more than 100 million years after the bees?

How did the bees survive without the food that they were designed to eat? The
biblical account of creation makes much more sense than saying that bees
lived for millions of years without flowers!
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The Life and Times of Bees

Honeybees are social insects living in colonies. There are
three distinctions of the bees that live in any colony. The
Queen bee, the drones, and the worker bees. The Queen
bee is the only fully developed female in the colony and is
the one who lays eggs. She can lay about 1,200—3,?00 i
S %
eggs a day!

The drone bee's only purpose is to mate with the Queen.
If the colony is short on food, the drones are the first to be
kicked out of the nest!

Worker bees are the underdeveloped females. There can
be 50,000-60,000 worker bees in a colony. The workers
feed the Queen and the larvae, guard the entrance to the

nest, and collect nectar to make honey. ;

The Incredible Design of the Honey Bee Society

Suppose you are a beekeeper working with a colony of bees. You can observe some incredible
things that God designed for the honeybee.

- The workers bring back nectar in specialized honey-stomachs.

- They use highly complex dances to communicate to other bees the
location of nectar and flowers.

- Some worker bees use specialized mouth parts to make the wax for
the nest.

- The hexagonal (six-sided) shape of a honeycomb cell is the most
efficient shape for holding honey. It uses less wax than other shapes.

What about the Fossilized Bee Nests?

Remarkably the fossilized nests are very similar to nests made by ground nesting
honeybees today. Each nest has clusters of 15-30 cells. Nests are made up of
layers of flask-shaped cells arranged in circular patterns. Bees put one egg in
each cell, with pollen and resin to nourish the larvae that hatches from the egg.

Fossil nests have features that exist in bee nests today,
including spiral caps on the nests and a fancy arrangement
of plant pieces lining the inside of the nest cells.

Fossilized bees seem to be the same as bees are today. This
makes sense because God created them and designed them
during the creation week.

Summary

Noah's Flood lasted about one year. Most of what the earth looks like today happened during
Noah's Flood and shortly after. The layers of sediment of the earth were laid down by the flood-
waters and buried animals and plants. Ghost Ranch, Petrified National Forest, Yellowstone
National Park, and Mount St. Helen's all show evidence for the worldwide Flood of Noah.
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Crossword Puzzle

3

Evidence
for the

DOWN
2 A mineral found in volcanic ash.

3 A place where there are many layers of trees
on top of each other.

4 The amount of time that Noah's Flood lasted.
6 Fossilized animal droppings.
7 A rock layer that stretches over 6 states.

9 Comes out of a volcano.

Puzzle Answer

ACROSS

1 A recent volcano.

5 Animals that live in colonies.

8 A process that changes wood cells into rock.
10 A type of dinosaur fossil.

11 A place where evidence for the Flood is
found.
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Bible Lesson

I Corinthians 15:58: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord."

Romans 5:3-5: "And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us."

God has graciously given His people promises written in the Bible that we can remember when
things are difficult. He is constantly encouraging us in the Psalms to think of Him in extra spe-
cial ways. One special way God tells us to think of Him is as our Rock. Another special way we
can think about God is as our Stronghold. These special names about God teach us to think
about Him in times of hardship and difficulty. We learn to think about God in the pleasant times
of life and in the not so pleasant times, too.

Do you have times that you think are difficult? Do you ever wonder why God has allowed hard-
ship? Have you ever wondered about why God lets there be difficult and evil things happening
around us?

God has allowed hard things and evil in this world for many reasons. One reason is that He
wanted people to understand what they are really like on the inside. He also wanted people to
see how desperately they need to be free from the power of sin working within them. He wants
people to learn how much their sin offends Him. In the time of the Great Flood of Noah, God
tells us in the Bible "evil abounded", and it was an offense to Him. However, God tells us that He
had mercy on Noah and his family by giving them the plan for an ark that He would use to save
them from the judgment on evil and sin that the Flood was going to be. In Genesis we learn that
He did exactly what He planned.
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Even after the Great Flood, God continued to allow hard things and evil in the world. He still
wanted people like us to see what we are really like in our hearts and to understand our need
for a Savior to free us from the power of sin that works within us. Sin and evil still offend God
today and this offense always has to be dealt with. In His great mercy, God has given us the
understanding of His plan to deal with the offense that our sins of any size have been to Him. It
is in the Bible that we also learn that although God must deal with our sinfulness and the offense
it brings Him, He chose to have mercy on us and to save us from the judgment that our sins
deserve. His kind intention towards His people also included freeing us from the power of sin
that works within us.

We learn from the Bible that God's plan for accomplishing these goals all centered on the life
and death of Jesus Christ. God has told us in the Gospel that Jesus did everything God wanted
Him to do. This perfect obedience to God even included suffering a horrible death on 2 Roman
cross as a substitute for each of us. This means that Jesus took our sins upon Himself and suf-
fered the judgment for them that we ought to have experienced. We understand that the
Heavenly Father forgave us for our sins when He looked at Jesus suffering the punishment for
them that we should have suffered. We understand that God also told us that we are right with
Him because of Christ's sufferings in our place. This is how God dealt with the offense of our
sins. Yet, His plan included more than this. God even sent His Holy Spirit as a gift to live in us as
our source of power over sin. Amazed, we learn in the Gospel that God did even more for us and
changed our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit working in us so that we can love Him and
the people, ideas, and things He loves!

Since God has saved us from experiencing the destruction and judgment that our sins honestly
deserved, we could say Jesus Christ is like our Ark of Salvation. Since God has rescued us from
the power of sin and sent the Holy Spirit to be our new source of power over any sin, we could
say that Christ is also like our Rock of strength or power. A stronghold in Bible days was a place
where people went to be safe from their enemies. We who know the reality of Jesus Christ under-
stand that we can always go to Him in our times of trouble or hardship and be safe and secure in
His Presence and care for us. We can even be steady and unmovable in the work that Christ has
called us to do and in the trails of life because we know Him, our Rock and our Stronghold, who
is also our Savior.

Knowing Christ as our Ark of Salvation, our Rock of
strength over any sin, and our Stronghold in times of
temptation and trouble gives us thankful hearts to God
who has been so kind and generous to us. It also gives
us hearts full of joy and love to know that God has
loved us so mightily and that He created us and the
world we live in for His pleasure, honor, and glory!
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